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The exhibition Tell Our 
Stories: Artifacts from the 
Assyrian Genocide is on display 
at the University Art Gallery 
at California State University, 
Stanislaus, from July 1 
through August 7, 2022. The 
exhibition aims to 
incorporate scholarly 
examination with personal 
histories,
photographs, artifacts, and 
art in producing a collective 
narrative of the genocide era 
and the multiple we share 
and reflect on its history.
Read more on p.1 

ROMANE 
ISKARIA 
INTERVIEW

The Assyrian Studies Association 
interviewed Romane Iskaria, the 
recipient of ASA's 
Children's/Popular Book Grant 
to discuss how her new book, 
 Assyrians, was created. We 
wondered how it has impacted 
her life and her Assyrian 
community, and what she hopes 
you take away from her 
publication. 
Read more on pp.9-10 

V o l  1  I s s u e  2

Your support makes a 
difference and allows ASA to 
provide grants to scholars 
conducting research within the 
field of Assyrian Studies and 
related, to acquire historical 
Assyrian materials, and to 
partner with universities to 
teach courses and host events 
that positively promote 
Assyrian heritage and culture.
Read more on p.xxi 
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This project is made possible with support from California Humanities, a non-profit partner of the National 

Endowment for the Humanities. Visit calhum.org.
 

This project is also made possible with the support of the Assyrian Arts Institute and the Assyrian Studies 
Association

 

https://calhum.org/


OPENING OF THE EXHIBITION,
TELL OUR STORIES: ARTIFACTS
FROM THE ASSYRIAN GENOCIDE 
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Photo Credit: Erin Hughes. 

The exhibition Tell Our Stories: Artifacts from the Assyrian
Genocide is on display at the University Art Gallery at
California State University, Stanislaus, from July 1st
through August 7, 2022. The exhibition aims to
incorporate scholarly examination with personal
histories,
photographs, artifacts, and art in producing a collective
narrative of the genocide era and the multiple ways we
share and reflect on its history.

From 1-2 July, CSU Stanislaus hosted a two-day program
to mark the exhibition’s opening. Professor Hannibal
Travis gave the keynote address, demonstrating that a
critical examination of events through the lens of the
later-established genocide convention affirms the
appropriateness of calling what happened genocide. 
Dr. Arianne Ishaya brought much-needed attention to an
essential population: the experiences of Assyrian children
during the genocide, both as disproportionate victims
and as orphaned survivors. California Assemblyman 
Heath Flora presented House Resolution 62 (2019), which
he sponsored, for inclusion in the exhibition. The
Resolution made California the second state in the U.S. to
recognize the Assyrian Genocide.

The program also offered a detailed look at several
histories shared in brief in the exhibition: Sarah Bennett
discussed the life of Isaac Adams, her great-great
grandfather, and his lasting impact in bringing a
community of Assyrians from Persia to, ultimately,
Turlock, California; and David Armstrong explored his
family’s migration and resilience as genocide survivors,
and of his work researching this history for his book,
Dragons and Violins: A  Member of War and Music. Dr. Ruth
Kambar’s discussion of how her research lead to
unknown familial connections illuminated the continued
and often silent impact of all that was lost in the genocide.

The exhibition’s closing program will take place on
August 7, 2022 from 2-4:30pm Synider auditorium in
commemoration of Assyrian Remembrance Day. The
exhibition and programs are made possible with the
support of California Humanities, CSU Stanislaus’s
Sarguis Modern Assyrian Heritage Project, the Assyrian
Arts Institute, and the Assyrian Studies Association.

Left to right: Dr. Ruth Kambar and CA Assemblyman Heath Flora is
being presented with a proclamation acknowledging the Assyrian
Genocide.
 

Hannibal Alkhas painting, courtesy of Assyrian Arts Institute.

Clothing from Persia, pre-Assyrian Genocide. 

b y  E r i n  H u g h e s ,
A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r
C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S t a n i s a l u s
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GENDER, MUSICAL 
TRANSFORMATION, AND 
ASSYRIAN WEDDINGS IN 
STATELESS DIASPORA
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In a virtual discussion hosted on June 17, 2022 with 
Lolita Emmanuel, a doctoral candidate of Musical 
Arts at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music, she 
discussed her research from her 2018 feminist 
ethnomusicological thesis, Shamiram Sings: 
Negotiating Perceptions of Young Assyrian-Australian 
Womanhood Through Wedding Music. 

The thesis examines how young women negotiate 
gender boundaries and expectations in Assyrian 
wedding music practices, revealing how women 
grapple with the concept of honor, inter- and intra-
generational tensions in stateless diaspora. The 
recorded version is available on YouTube and at 
www.AssyrianStudiesAssociation.org. 

Lolita  is an Assyrian and Armenian musician, born 
on Cabrogal land (Western Sydney, Australia) and 
navigating many worlds. She is a pianist, vocalist, 
music teacher, and researcher. Her work as a 
performer and researcher is actively inspired by her
experience as a young woman in stateless diaspora. 
 

THE ASSYRIAN STUDIES 
ASSOCIATION TO PRESENT 
AT THE NORDIC SOCIETY 
FOR MIDDLE EASTERN 
STUDIES CONFERENCE 

From September 22-24, 2022, Executive Director 
Alexandra Lazar and Members of the Assyrian 
Studies Association's Board of Directors -  Andreas 
Onver Cetrez, Sargon Donabed, Helen Malko, and 
Michel Shamoon-Pour - will present their research at
the 12th Nordic Society for Middle Eastern Studies 
Conference 2022 at the University of Iceland.

Both the Executive Director and the Members of the
Board of Directors are part of a roundtable 
discussion, New Directions and Projects in Assyrian
Studies. Scholars will discuss their specific projects,
 theoretical and methodological work that has

 created space for the robust and largely untapped 
field of Assyrian Studies. One panelist will view 
their contemporary politics of state and non-state 
armed actors and its effect on Assyrians. Another 
scholar aims to discuss how the archaeological past 
of the Middle East region, specfically Iraq, has been
appropriated by others and disconnected from its 
landscape and communities. Trapped between 
colonialism and local nationalism, this heritage has 
often been idealized, moved away from the realities
and people of the region. One will look at the socio-
psychological issues and offer insight into ways 
Assyrians have been acculturated and marginalized 
as a result of Orientalizing and colonizing discourse.
He will also discuss how  native agency has been 
used to offer distinct views to challenge problematic
research and institutionalized falsehoods (myths). 
Finally, the  fourth scholar will examine issues of 
lived memory, genetics, and identity.



The Assyrian Studies Association 
(ASA) has partnered with 
Handshake, a software that connects
college students with careers and 
internship opportunities with 
companies and nonprofits.

ASA is currently looking for an 
individual who can join the team as 
a Social Media Intern who will be 
tasked with assisting with the design 
and execution of social media 
campaigns, posting on various social
media platforms, analyzing analytics
to gauge the success of campaigns, 
and responding to comments and 
DMs on social media platforms.

ASA is also looking for an individual
to fulfill our Research Internship 
position. This person will assist in 
collecting research related to the 
field of Assyrian Studies.

As a growing nonprofit organization,
ASA is looking to expand globally to
facilitate contact with and the
exchange of information among 
scholars, academic organizations, 
and communities across various 
disciplines. 

If interested in either positions, 
please visit our website for more 
information.
  p . 3
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INTERNSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR COLLEGE 
STUDENTS

This research study is about the philosophies, narratives and 
mythologies that influence Assyrian cultural practices and traditions
such as music, dance, poetry and rituals. The aim of this project is to
understand how these philosophies, narratives and mythologies can
be used in developing an approach to the performance and staging of
Assyrian classical music that is rooted in Assyrian culture, and is 
engaging for Assyrians. Overall, this study aims to unite the many
Assyrian communities around the world through a musical approach.
The research will also be documented in a thesis. Taking part in this
study is voluntary. 

The researchers are seeking any Assyrians who are either 
practitioners or knowledgeable about Assyrian:  music (all genres, 
including raweh, lilyana, etc.), traditions and rituals, dance, art (all 
mediums), poetry and storytelling (like Qātina Gabbara), history and
philosophy, and other Assyrian cultural practices.



Applications for the Assyrian Studies Association's 
 Academic Academic Research Grant invites 
proposals for a  research project about Assyrians in
any field within the humanities and social sciences.
Funding up to $2,000 is available to graduate 
students in an MA or Ph.D. program from an 
accredited university, post-doctoral researchers, 
and those currently holding an academic position 
(e.g. academic researcher, professor).

Funds from the grant can be used for the following,
but are not limited to: conducting fieldwork (e.g., 
travel expenses), journal publication costs, 
dissertation completion, conference presentation 
fees, software required to conduct research (e.g., 
ARC GIS, etc.).
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ASSYRIAN ACADEMIC 
RESEARCH GRANT NOW OPEN

Application requirements include: Research 
covering the promotion of Assyrian culture and 
heritage within the field of social sciences and/or 
humanities, currently holding an academic 
position/ currently a graduate student / post- 
doctoral student, submission of an online grant 
application, CV, project budget, listing the proposed
expenses for your research project, research 
proposal, and for graduate student applicants, you 
will need to submit two letters of recommendation
from faculty members. 

The Deadline is September 1, 2022. To apply visit:
AssyrianStudiesAssociation.org/grants

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdajWwulrqSSJAUwsShYefvWDaYPbDmTsWiMaRA7nOcmFaDDg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdajWwulrqSSJAUwsShYefvWDaYPbDmTsWiMaRA7nOcmFaDDg/viewform?usp=sf_link


As an Assyrian, born and raised in my country, Iraq, I witnessed many
events that were not only challenging for the Assyrian families but 
also devastating. Growing up in Iraq during the wars was not an easy 
time. Keeping our language alive was also not easy. Although all 
Assyrian families spoke in Assyrian with their children at homes and 
gatherings, reading and writing our language was not allowed in 
public or private schools. Therefore, our Assyrian churches offered to
teach the Assyrian language to preserve our language and culture. 
However, not every church could do so.
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b y  D r .  E v e  G e o r g e s  S a d a ,
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O k l a h o m a
S c h o o l  o f  M u s i c  -  D M A ,  C h o r a l  C o n d u c t i n g  

My parents insisted on taking my brother and me to our Ancient Church of the East in Baghdad to learn how to
read and write our Assyrian language properly. The classes were held during the extremely hot summer of 
Baghdad, where the temperature usually is above 100°F, knowing that the classes were held outdoors in the 
open area around the church! When I remember those days, despite the hot dry weather, it was a precious time,
and I can see how it influenced and shaped my life later. If I did not get that initial learning, I would not have 
been able today to read my language in ancient manuscripts and apply it to my field of study.

When I decided to write on the chants of the Church of the East, I aimed to provide the textual and musical 
information, the genres, and styles of the chants in the context of their liturgical, cultural, and historical 
background. Such as the Antiphons of the Martyrs, or the Women’s choirs. Therefore, in this research, I 
provided some information on events thatoccurred throughout the Church history, including the massacres 
and genocides that directly affected the existence of the chants, language, ancient churches, and monasteries. 
These churches and monasteries were the home of all the ancient manuscripts that contained the oldest 
Christian history, liturgical books, and chants.

The Assyrian or Syriac Chants of the Church of the East existed from the first centuries of Christianity in 
Mesopotamia; however, the earliest surviving chants are by Mar Aprem from the fourth century. Therefore, the
current research examines the earliest surviving chants and hymns composed by the church theologians and 
poets between the fourth and seventh centuries. Twenty chants and hymns written in Syriac and translated to 
English are selected for this study. These examples cover different chant styles and genres of the Church of the
East liturgical Feasts, Sundays, and Ordinary days. The chants and hymns selected include the most five main 
genres used in the liturgy of the Church of the East, which are continuously performed until the present time.
Soghyāthā, Madrāshe, Tešbḥatha, `Onyatha, and Memrē are the five main genres of the Church of the East 
hymnody repertoire. Moreover, the tunes qale of the chants and hymns are provided according to the Eastern
Rite of the Church of the East performance practices.

These qale are practiced within the Assyrian and the Ancient Churches of the East in Iraq as well as in all 
dioceses of the Churches around the world. The musical Maqam scales of the qale are identified for each chant
or hymn in the information sheet provided in this study.Most of the twenty chants and hymns are by Mar 
Aprem (Ephrem), Mar Marutha of Maypherqat, Mar Narsai, and Mar Baḇai the Great. This research also 
provides detailed information about the earliest known church women’s choirs. Furthermore, it examines 

Dr. Eve Georges Sada.

RESEARCH ARTICLE:
ASSYRIAN - SYRIAC CHANTS FROM THE LITURGY OF THE
CHURCH OF THE EAST   
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fourth- century women’s choirs' responsibilities on Biblical teaching in their communities in addition to their 
singing in the church. Segments of the homily memrā of Mar Yaʿquḇ (Jacob of Serugh) on Mar Aprem in the 
original Syriac text and an English translation are provided to support the role of the women’s choirs in the 
church.

To read Eve's full version, please visit: 
 https://shareok.org/bitstream/handle/11244/332527/2021_Sada_Eve_Georges_Dissertation.pdf.pdf? 
sequence=2&isAllowed=y

--
Eve Georges Sada is an Assyrian scholar born and raised in Iraq. Eve completed both her Master’s degree in 
Music Education (2010) and a Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA) in Choral Conducting (2021) at the University of 
Oklahoma. Her research, Assyrian- Syriac chants from the liturgy of the Church of the East, examined the earliest 
surviving chants and hymns composed by the Church of the East theologians and poets between the fourth and
seventh centuries such as Mar Aprem (Ephrem) and Mar Narsai. Eve provided examples of the chants in Syriac
with English translations for the main celebrated Feasts of the Church. She discussed the main five genres of the
Church of the East hymnody of Soghyāthā, Madrāshe, Tešbḥatha, `Onyatha, and Memre and investigated the 
earliest known church women’s choirs. 

Before coming to Oklahoma, Eve worked as a Full-Time Lecturer in Music at The University of Jordan (JU) in
Amman, Jordan (2011-2016) while also serving as an Assistant Dean for The School of Arts and Design at JU. 
Before starting her DMA degree, Eve published articles in music education and vocal physiology. Eve received
the 2021 Provost’s Dissertation Award from the University of Oklahoma. 

https://shareok.org/bitstream/handle/11244/332527/2021_Sada_Eve_Georges_Dissertation.pdf.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://www.assyrianstudiesassociation.org/membership


ARTICLE:
GOOD INTENTIONS ARE NOT ENOUGH: 
RESEARCH ETHICS AMONG ASSYRIAN 
REFUGEES

Önver A. Cetrez.

Conducting research among refugee populations has specific 
methodological challenges, as Mackenzie et al. point out in their article
“Beyond ‘Do no Harm’: “power, consent and community 
representation; confidentiality; trust and mistrust; harm, risks and 

b y  Ö n v e r  A .  C e t r e z ,
U p p s a l a  U n i v e r s i t y  &
M e m b e r  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  A s s y r i a n  
S t u d i e s  A s s o c i a t i o n
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benefits; autonomy and agency; cultural difference; gender; human rights and social justice; and in the worst 
cases, oppression and exploitation” (Makenzie, McDowell & Pittaway, 2007: 300). There is sometimes 
significant “crowding” of research on some places, with a result of fatigue and unwillingness to take part in 
interviews. In Iraq, a colleague in fieldwork reported very high securitization at the camps, explained by 
reasons of human organ trafficking, prostitution, and exploitation of refugees, in the sense of selling 
information and giving unrealistic hopes. This accumulated suspicion towards outsiders, including researchers.

Anonymity and its challenges
The concept of anonymity is closely related to the concepts of identity, confidentiality, privacy, and protection
(Novak, 2014). Anonymity can be defined as “the process of not disclosing the identity of research participants”
(American Psychological Association, 2002), or as “the degree to which the identity of a message source is 
unknown and unspecified” (Scott, C. R., in Novak, 2014:37). Referring back to the Belmont Report, created in 
1979 by the National Commission for the Protection of Human Subjects of Biomedical and Behavior Research,
the commission developed three principles that were intended to act as guidelines for scientists, among others:
respect for persons, beneficence/”do no harm”, and justice (Novak, 2014). It is the second principal, 
beneficence, that links to anonymity. For our concern, when working with vulnerable populations, beneficence
refers to the necessity to grant participants anonymity so that they won’t risk public consequences or be 
recognized (Novak, 2014). This can even be extended to a community level, to protect the members of a wider
group (Novak, 2014). We may even assume that researching with groups, whose practices are ethnified, entails a
risk for these groups being singled out in a normative and/or essentialist way. However, the attempt for 
anonymity comes with its own challenges. While it reduces the risks of identification within a study, it has also
consequences for the reliability and validity of a study (Novak, 2014), not the least criticised by some 
ethnographers as counter-productive (Van Den Hoonard, 2003). In other words, anonymity and identity both
exist upon a scale; thus, choosing an absolute position is problematic (Novak, 2014).

Anonymity as methodology
Apart from ethical justification, a discussion of anonymity is also useful from a methodological perspective, as
the social psychologist Vainio (2012) suggests, discussing anonymity in relation to ontology, analysis, and 
independence. I will exemplify the first and the last of these:

First, anonymity as ontology asks about the roles of the researcher and research participants and the power 
between them, what are the desired goals of research, and what are ‘data’? (Vainio, 2012). In research we have to
be aware of the strong power difference between the participants and us researchers, not the least as refugees
are in a vulnerable position. Anonymity criteria may increase this power asymmetry, while non-anonymity
may become a way of empowering; thus becoming a counterproductive goal.

Anonymity as independence refers to what extent research should be based on the participants’ 
interpretations and wishes (Vainio, 2012). In research we often choose not to name the participants, or their 
organizations, as a way to avoid our research being used for political purposes. However, doing that, we also fail
 



to make visible the circumstances that are specific for some populations, as in this quote by one participant:
 

”I don’t feel safe. I belong to an Assyrian minority. We are under the threat of being murdered by ISIS. I had 
enough of the miserable situation we live in.”

In my fieldwork in Istanbul between 2014-2016, often participants urged me to “tell the world what is 
happening to our people.” A young girl, not part of the research, once told me “don’t our people know what 
we are going through, why don’t they do something?” Others asked me if I could help in finding a way to 
Sweden, if I could help them getting an appointment at the consulate, or if I could find them a work, or a 
direct request to help with their sick child. In Iraq, my research partners reported that most of the 
participants believed that the interviews involved other undeclared targets, such as resettlement in a third 
country. Others have even after the fieldwork communicated with the researchers asking to be presented to 
international committees for resettlement. Anonymity as independence fails to listen to participants’ needs, 
and reach the aim of beneficence, which is one of the goals in research ethics.

One conclusion to make, builds on the second principal mentioned, “do-no-harm”. More than this, as 
researchers we should also ask how our research could benefit the refugees themselves. In my disciplinary 
approach and methodological experience, as a researcher I am inclined towards the health and 
resiliency/coping mechanisms of the participants, thus beneficence for me links to improving the social and 
living conditions for the refugees in a parallel process or as longer-term planning. This was done in an earlier
research study among Assyrians in Istanbul, in 2014-2016 (see Cetrez & DeMarinis, 2017), where we with very
limited intervention started a centre. The centre was called Qnushyo (gathering, bringing together), where 
children were given an opportunity to play and learn, as well as adults were given professional skills in 
dealing with migratory issues, medical check-ups, or simply socializing. Without jeopardizing the 
methodological stringency of the research, volunteer help and scientific work could be combined in a 
constructive way. The researchers naturally need to calculate any possible negative risks for the participants. 
Dialogue, respect, community-based-problem-solving processes were all guiding principles at the centre. 

Our approach was that of Participatory Action Research (PAR), involving: social problems examined in their 
complexity, a longitudinal and multi-perspective approach, a transdisciplinary team, flexible and creative 
sampling, collaboration between researchers, stakeholders, and participants, work to build community 
capacities, and disseminating and quickly giving back of research findings to the participants. But, sometimes
even good intentions are not enough. What may be seen as positive for us as outsiders may for the 
participants turn out negative. Our centre in Istanbul certainly created specific group dynamics, sometimes 
tensions among the participants, and concerns. Sometimes the participants felt objectified by media wanting 
to report about their situation. How is objectification so negatively loaded, we may ask? A young Assyrian 
refugee expresses her feelings back in Syria, living in a country where her identity is not recognized:

“You would feel that you are nothing, rejected there. You are like a chess stone, being moved from one place 
to another. […] There, you would be a potential victim, killing or dead body. You feel that you were dead.”

Therefore, knowing about the culture and history of the participants, knowing their language, and 
understanding their past and current circumstances proved important factors for conducting this research.

--
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INTERVIEW:
ROMANE ISKARIA, AUTHOR OF THE 
NEW BOOK,  ASSYRIANS
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E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  A s s y r i a n  S t u d i e s  A s s o c i a t i o n
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Romane Iskaria. 
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Romane Iskaria is a French-born Assyrian visual artist and 
photographer based in Brussels, Belgium who graduated from 
École Nationale Supérieure d'Architecture de Versailles (ENSAV) 
 where she earned her Bachelor's degree and Master's degree in 
Photography. 

In Romane's first book, Assyrians, she recounts a photographic 
survey conducted over two years with the Assyrian community. 
Her book offers the reader a journey through the Assyrian 
community and its history, alternating between photographs, 
archival images and a collection of intimate objects, punctuated 
by testimonies. Through a documentary and fictional approach 
 Assyrians sheds light on this vanished territory and its community.

In 2021, the Assyrian Studies Association was honored to provide
 a grant to Romane to support the final stages of publishing her 
first book. This grant was part of the Assyrian Studies 
Association's Children's/Popular Book Grant that awards both 
emerging and experienced authors grants to support the 
publication of a book that positively promotes Assyrian culture 
and/or heritage. To learn more about how you can apply, please 
visit AssyrianStudiesAssociation.org/grants. 

Most recently, the Assyrian Studies Association interviewed 
Romane in July 2022 to catch-up with the author to discuss how 
her new book, Assyrians was created, how it has impacted her life 
and her community, and what she hopes you take away from her
publication. 

(interview begins)

Alexandra (A): What does the title of your book mean to you?
Romane (R): In my project I wanted to gather members of the 
community and tell their stories. For me it encompasses the 
Assyrian community in the broadest sense: its culture, its 
language, its lands, its dances, its borders and its entire diaspora.

A: What inspired you to create Assyrians? 
R:  I was inspired above all by the encounters I was able to make, 
and also by all the research carried out over the past 3 years. It 
began with the quest for my family origins, and then extended to
the community.

Inside  glimpse of a photograph of Assyrian women.

Cover of Romane Iskaria's book, Assyrians.
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A: Can you tell us what was your experience like putting Assyrians
 together?
R: I wanted to bring the Assyrians together and not separate them 
because by meeting each person I felt above all a connection to 
common origins even if they are not from the same land or the 
same church. I was touched by the plurality of histories and 
migrations.

A: What was one of the most surprising things you discovered 
while creating your book?
R: My book was self-published, which means I chose not to have 
publishers. So I did the conception and the design with the 
graphic designer Camille Carbonaro. This experience of creating 
the book has been surprising time and time again as it was my 
first book, I learned a lot in all phases of designing the book. I 
think what surprised me the most was the support I received 
during the crowdfunding period (crowdfunding via the kickstarter
platform), I didn't expect such support around the world! It gave 
me a lot of beautiful energy and joy. 

A: What impact do you hope your book will have on the Assyrian
community?
R: I hope that the book will inspire Assyrians not to abandon their
cultures and to preserve it while modernizing it. This book also 
echoes the other minority communities in the world that are 
disappearing. We are in an era where everything is going very 
quickly, it is important to return to the source.

A: What part of the process was the hardest? 
R: The hardest part of the process was designing the book. There 
were some unexpected things that took a lot of work out of me. 
But we got there!

A: Will you be writing more books like this in your future?
R: Yes I hope this book will be the first and there will be others! I 
really like to think of my work in the form of publishing. It's a 
different approach to the exhibition which is just as enriching.

A: What do you hope readers will take out of your book?
R: My book is intended to be a journey through the Assyrian 
community and its history, alternating between photographs, 
archival images and a collection of intimate objects, punctuated 
by testimonies. Through a documentary and fictional approach, 
 Assyrians sheds light on this vanished territory and its community.

Romane Iskaria finalizing the publication of her book,
Assyrians. Photos Credit: Romane Iskaria.

A: What would you like your readers to know about you?
R: I am French living in Brussels and I have Assyrian origins. And I spent part of my childhood in French 
Polynesia in Tahiti. 

--
Romane Iskaria's Assyrians is currently available to purchase online by visiting 
 https://romaneiskaria.com/ASSYRIANS-the-book

https://romaneiskaria.com/ASSYRIANS-the-book
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I recently attended the API conference in Arlington, Virginia where I was joined
by Sargon Shabbas and Annie Elias, President, and Vice-President of the 
Assyrian Foundation of America (AFA). 

We were encouraged by the large number of young, engaged Assyrians who are 
the future guardians of our culture. They willingly and lovingly accept a call to 
action on a global scale. They are undaunted and undeterred about the work that
lies ahead, and they clearly recognize that there is power in numbers when 
working on unified actions and goals in the global Assyrian community.

The opening message was delivered by Reine Hanna, Executive Director of the Assyrian Policy Institute (API).
Reine reminded us that as challenging as it may be at times, we must always hold dear our common history as
ancient people and see ourselves as a unified group. We all share an original homeland in a place called Assyria
- which creates an eternal and unbreakable bond.

Dr. Michael Youash discussed the concept of Sapere Aude – which translates from Latin as “dare to know” and
refers to having wisdom in the face of hard truths. The difficult reality we face is that we are not seeing the full
effects of our advocacy efforts. Dr. Youash asserts that “we must change the way we think about ourselves” and
empower our worldwide Assyrian community before we will be seen as having the right to decisional authority
over our future. 

A large contingency of attendees met with Representative Josh Harder, from California's 10th Congressional 
District in California's Central Valley covering Stanislaus County. Representative Harder discussed House 
Resolution 550 - a bipartisan effort to recognize the Assyrian Genocide and accountability for US aid to the 
Nineveh Plains area to support Assyrian Defense Fighters. This legislative effort is an example of the progress
we can make by forging relationships with our representatives and keeping Assyrian issues on their priority 
list. 

Dr. Mariam Georgis from the University of Manitoba taught us that all genocides have commonalities. 
Genocides start with persecution and include life and death struggles that lead to profound loss of life. As 
genocides continue, attempts are made to completely erase the history and culture of a group or groups, and 
ultimately the victims adopt “a refusal to be erased” mindset. 

Dr. Georgis considers adaptation to be part of survival and not a “sell-out”, but stresses that it’s vital to preserve
our oral and written histories and our language. It’s important that our history be reconstructed with accuracy
by our own scholars who we encourage and support financially in their studies. Ongoing conflict may have led
to the loss of many of our archives of historical documents, but fortunately there are those working to re- 
establish the archival records that do remain.

The panel discussion by Dr. Ruth Kambar, Annie Elias and Kathy Sayad Zatari, Esq., entitled A Race Against 
Time: Recording Assyrian Oral Histories addressed the need to document oral histories and preserve 
memorabilia, photos, and other Assyrian artifacts. Efforts are underway by the Assyrian Studies Association, 
led by Dr. Ruth Kambar, to establish an online, publicly accessible archive to protect and preserve our precious
cultural artifacts. 

ARTICLE: 
INSPIRATION AND WISDOM FROM THE 2022 ASSYRIAN NATIONAL  
CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON, DC

b y  J u l i a  B a j o n e  H a l l i s y  D . D . S .
A s s y r i a n  S t u d i e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  H e r i t a g e  A r c h i v e  S t a f f  

Julia Bajone Hallisy. 

https://www.assyrianfoundation.org/
https://www.assyrianpolicy.org/our-work
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DkLHedwPGbI&ab_channel=AssyriaTV
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-resolution/550
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-resolution/550
https://theconversation.com/profiles/mariam-georgis-1314424
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=m7AW6xgAAAAJ&hl=en
https://www.assyrianstudiesassociation.org/


An example of such a treasure is the film called Assyrians in Motion from 1937 shot by John (Aghajan) Baba from
Chicago. Dr. Ruth Kambar and Annie Elias are working to create an ethnographic oral history about the people
and places in the film.ur reclaimed history will be readily accessible for all Assyrians and shared with scholars
and interested parties all over the world on the Assyrian Studies Association’s website.Exhibitions of objects 
and other tangible memorabilia create an emotional response in viewers, brings history to life, and ensures 
both preservation and permanence. 

So, what actions can we take both as individuals and collectively as a nation? We can continue to educate our 
own community about our history and the issues – both past and present – facing Assyrians. We can work hard
to create a sense of pride in our heritage by learning and/or teaching our language. We can seek out 
opportunities to work within our local communities and join groups because advocacy often begins close to 
home. We can sponsor students for internships and future employment in local, regional, and national 
governments so they can be in positions to establish relationships with government leaders. Individuals can 
reach out by email, mail, or phone to their elected officials to voice their support for H-Res 550 and to ask for
official recognition of the Assyrian Genocide. 

We can help re-establish a Nineveh Plain Protection Units (NPU) force – because it was effective. Security and
freedom don’t just happen in volatile countries – it must be enforced and protected by a strong and cohesive
military force. Use social media in any way you can to further awareness, even if only to comment on and 
share posts. It can be as simple as identifying yourself on social media as #Assyrian. Learn the stories of your 
ancestors, record them, write them down, preserve photos and family heirlooms – and consider sharing them
with established archive projects or by reaching out directly to the Assyrian Studies Association archive project.

The overriding message from the conference was clear: Instead of seeing differences, all Assyrians must search
out and embrace their similarities because the future of our culture depends on it. There is a real sense of
urgency because complacency creates the illusion that we have the luxury of time. This call to action is not 
dramatic or alarmist. Now is the time to act. The conference room was a small microcosm of the indigenous 
and diasporic Assyrian nation. Every word from each of the speakers was a poignant reminder that we must be
united in the effort to save our nation.

--
Julia Bajone Hallisy is a practicing dentist in San Francisco, California and a member of the Assyrian 
Foundation of America and a staff member of the Assyrian Studies Association’s Preserving Assyria’s Program
as part of the Heritage Archive Initiative. Dr. Hallisy is a proud Assyrian who enjoys researching her own 
family history and the stories of all Assyrians. 
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Assyrian flag pictured in front of the United States Capital building in 
Washington D.C. Photo credit: Julia Bajone Hallisy. 

Dr. Julia Bajone Hallisy (center) and Annie Elias attend the Assyrian National 
Conference 2022. Photo Credit: Assyrian Policy Institute.

https://www.assyrianstudiesassociation.org/preserving-assyria
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND GENEROSITY 
 Assyrian Foundation of America $25,000      
Ross J. - $5,000 
Anonymous  $1,500 - in honor of Dr. Ruth Kambar
iStorage Limited - $306.95
Emma L - $279 - Gold Membership
Firas J. - $225 - Gold Membership
Thomas K. - $200
Albert N.-  $120
Assyrian Bilingual Preschool - $90
Atouraya Y. - $150
David R. - $200
Emil Z. $179 - Gold Membership
Daniel O. - $150
Julye B. $179 - Gold Membership
Homer M. $150 - Gold Membership
Ramsin A. $120 - Regular Membership 
Nancy J. $179 - Gold Membership
Annie E. - $102.53 
Ninos H. - $122.94 - Regular Membership
Ninos D. - $179.05 - Gold Membership
Helen B. - $120 - Regular Membership
Dylan C. - $50 - Student Membership
Frederick A.-Archival Materials for the Heritage Archive Initiative  
Albert G. - Archival Materials for the Heritage Archive Initiative 
Shabnam S. - Archival Materials for the Heritage Archive Initiative
Baba D. - Archival Materials for the Heritage Archive Initiative
Jacobs N. - Archival Materials for the Heritage Archive Initiative
Jacobs L. - Archival Materials for the Heritage Archive Initiative
Jacobs K.- Archival Materials for the Heritage Archive Initiative
Jacobs N. - Archival Materials for the Heritage Archive Initiative
Nancy L.- Archival Materials for the Heritage Archive Initiative
Nancy J. - Archival Materials for the Heritage Archive Initiative
Pam S. - Archival Materials for the Heritage Archive Initiative
Nadder L. - Archival Materials for the Heritage Archive Initiative

 
Online donations are a cost-effective way to contribute to the Assyrian Studies Association. To donate onlibe,
please visit our website: AssyrianStudiesAssociation.org. Your contribution helps maintain our many 
programs and scholarly activities thanks to the support of people like you. All monetary donations are tax 
deductible.  

Mail-in donations are welcome and can be mailed to: Assyrian Studies Association P.O. Box 632 Woodland 
Hills, CA 91365.
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